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Jeff Golden majored in agitation in the Ivy League before dropping out to learn how to take care of 

himself in the mountains of southern Oregon. After a decade of homebuilding, logging, and river 
guiding, he began a career as a public broadcasting producer, columnist, radio talk show host, and 
commentator. He has served as Jackson County commissioner, chief of staff to the Oregon Senate 
president, and environmental policy aide to the City of Portland. Golden is a senior fellow of the 
American Leadership Forum and a media fellow of the Property and Environment Research Center. 
He was Oregon’s first nominee for the JFK Profile in Courage Award. His books include Watermelon 

Summer, As If We Were Grownups, Forest Blood, and Unafraid: A Novel of the Possible. Golden was 
a Harvard National Scholar and holds a master’s degree in communications from Stanford University. 
 
Jeff’s program is made possible by funding from Oregon Humanities (OH), an independent, nonprofit 
affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities that is dedicated to the belief that knowledge 
and ideas are fundamental to the health of our communities. More information about OH’s programs 
and publications, which include the Conversation Project, Humanity in Perspective, and Oregon 
Humanities magazine, can be found at www.oregonhumanities.org. 
 
 


