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Joel Preston Smith is a freelance writer, photographer, and artist based in Portland. Born in Liberty, 
West Virginia, Smith has served as a photojournalist in the U.S. Army and as a civilian on humanitarian 
aid missions to Rwanda, Honduras, Palestine, and Iraq. His work has been published in Gobshite 
Quarterly, the Irish Times, the Oregonian, and others. He is also the author of a book of essays and 
photographs, Night of a Thousand Stars and Other Portraits of Iraq (Nazraeli Press, 2006). 
 
Joel’s program is made possible by funding from Oregon Humanities (OH), an independent, nonprofit 
affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities that is dedicated to the belief that knowledge 
and ideas are fundamental to the health of our communities. More information about OH’s programs 
and publications, which include the Conversation Project, Humanity in Perspective, and Oregon 
Humanities magazine, can be found at www.oregonhumanities.org. 
 


